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Ready for take off! Uganda, here 

we come! 

With only one delayed flight, 

Margy, Randy and Molly have

successfully made it to their hotel 

in Kampala! They are tired after 

more than 24 hours of travel, but 

happy that all the bags arrived 

with them and looking forward to 

sleeping in beds. 

Thanks for all the messages for 

safe travel! 

November 1-2, 2017

2 Days of travel from Chicago, USA - Entebbe, Uganda



We're in Kampala today and had 

the chance to meet up with one of 

the CROSO Scholars, Gabriel

Ariong! 

Gabriel met us at Mengo Hospital,

where he interns and gave us a 

tour. He then invited us back to 

see his school, Medicare Health 

Professionals College. While 

seeing these physical structures 

was wonderful, the best part of 

this visit was getting to spend 

time with Gabriel. 

Margy Roberts has been the 

CROSO Liaison writing to Gabriel 

for the past four years. Through 

their thoughtful monthly email 

exchanges, Margy and Gabriel 

have formed a relationship that 

extended to Margy's whole family. 

It was incredibly sweet to see 

Margy & Randy getting to finally 

meet this impressive young man 

today. 

We are all so proud of Gabriel 

and all that he has accomplished!

November 3, 2017

Day 1 in Uganda



Today was filled with a lot of joy! The photo chosen to represent today is simple in that it is 
just one of our scholars, Abraham Lokuun, but I truly think it's the best representation of 
today's events. 

It was an incredibly full day. Randy and Molly first traveled to Islamic University to meet with 
CROSO Scholar, Ronald, who is in his first year of his bachelor of law program. 
When they returned to the hotel and reconnected with Margy, they were greeted by Fr. 
Alfred Tumwesigye and Franicis Otukei who had traveled from western Uganda to 
participate in the Kampala area scholar gathering. 

Not long after, more and more scholars were pouring in. Awali, Lydia, Andrew, Abraham, 
Naume, Eric, Adam, Moses, Gabriel, Titus, Ibrahimovic, and CROSO graduate Norah. We
had the chance to spend several hours with our scholars, getting to know them better, 
learning their stories and sharing our own. We spent the evening listening to them, hearing 
their concerns and their suggestions for how to improve the scholarship. 

Thank you scholars for an AMAZING day! We're all going to bed exhausted tonight, but we
are also going to bed with a deep sense of joy. Like Abraham in the photo, we hope to 
continue to express and share that joy with everyone we meet.

November 4, 2017

Day 2 in Uganda



Margy and Randy had a very full day. They had opportunities to connect with friends 

and family of their friends from the U.S. for both lunch and an afternoon gathering. 

This evening, they met back up with Molly and the three went to the Ndere Cultural 

Centre. Through music and dance, they were introduced to different regions of the 

country. The night ended with everyone (performers and attendees) joining together 

for one big dance party. It was quite fun!

November 5, 2017

Day 3 in Uganda



This morning, Molly started the day by visiting CROSO Scholar Titus at Kyambogo University 

in Kampala. Titus provided a small tour of campus and also shared updates about his 

experiences on campus and what opportunities he hopes to pursue. 

Then, Molly met back up with Margy and Randy and the three loaded up their bags and 

headed for Mbale! In the capable care of Johnny (a driver who has helped on previous

CROSO trips), it was a relatively smooth ride. About halfway through the journey, the group 

stopped in Jinja to meet up with CROSO Scholar Moses Ejiet, who is currently completing his 

hospital practice at Jinja Referral Hospital. This photo is of Margy, Molly, Moses and Randy 

enjoying lunch along the Nile River! The view was perfect and the company was excellent 

too. We talked about healthcare, politics, education and more! 

After lunch, the team made it's way to Mbale, arriving safely. During dinner, we had a chance 

to meet up with Moses Bwayo, who has been our main point of contact with our partner 

organization, Child Restoration Outreach. It was wonderful to connect with him tonight and 

we look forward to joining the C.R.O. staff and youth tomorrow 

at the project center.

November 6, 2017

Day 4 in Uganda



Today was a very full day visiting our partner organization, Child Restoration Outreach! We 

began the day by entering the C.R.O. staff room for the morning meeting and finding one of 

our graduates, George. Of course he was there because he is now a C.R.O. social worker! 

We met with Moses (the manager of C.R.O.) and he gave us a tour of C.R.O. - rehabilitation 

class, kitchen that serves over 400 children each day, the clinic, social workers' offices and 

the sports office. We then met with some of the social workers and then ran into John & 

Moses, the two scholars who will be graduating from Uganda Christian University (UCU) on 

Friday! We also ran into graduate, Solomon and new scholar, Joan! 

A big highlight of the day (pictured above) came in the afternoon when we sat down with 2 

CROSO graduates- George & Carol. Our goal was to catch up and hear more about their 

experiences as scholars and graduates. One fun update: we heard that Carol recently found 

employment as a senior accountant and we are thrilled for her! She has worked so hard to 

achieve this goal and it is finally here. 

We ended the day by walking over on the slightly muddy path to UCU with 2 current scholars- 

Moses & Vicky. They gave us a tour of the school and we had a chance to meet one of 

Vicky's friends and professors. Seeing these scholars on campus with their classmates was 

so nice and provides a better context to their academic experience. 

November 7, 2017

Day 5 in Uganda



Another full day in Mbale with our partners at Child Restoration Outreach! In the morning, we 
(Margy, Randy and Molly) accompanied three social workers on their daily street walk. We 
talked with lots of kids and while we didn't take any photos, we can share some descriptions 
of what we saw. The kids with torn and tattered clothes, most without shoes. Their feet were 
covered in dust, dirt and wounds. Many of these children were high after sniffing aviation fuel. 
The ones who had attended at least some primary school were able to speak to us in 
English, but most conversation took place using the local languages. There were a couple 
children who accepted the invitation to come to C.R.O. and we saw them at the center later, 
when they had come on their own. 

After the street walk, we had the chance to meet with one of our current scholars, Pamela, 
who is in her final year at UCU in a business bachelor's program. She shared some of the 
important lessons she's learned through her internship, classes and the small business she 
has started. We then talked with 2 of the social workers, ran into Brenda (one of our new 
scholars), and had lunch at a local restaurant. After lunch, we met with two CROSO 
graduates- Solomon and Lydia (pictured above). We truly are so proud of what our graduates 
are doing now! Lydia has two part-time contract jobs with NGOs where she puts her 
Development Studies skills to work as she helps gather data from local communities. 
Solomon is also putting his business skills to work by starting a small laundry business, in 
addition to coaching and teaching part-time at C.R.O.  

We finished our day at C.R.O. by meeting with Moses to revise the application for next year, 
which was a very productive meeting. This evening, we had dinner with the family that hosted 
Molly in 2006 and 2007 when she lived in Mbale. All in all, it was another wonderful day! 

November 8, 2017

Day 6 in Uganda



        Most of our day today was devoted to 
learning about access to health care in Mbale. 
Starting at C.R.O.'s clinic, Nurse Esther shared 
with us about how the street children, C.R.O. 
youth and their families can receive medical 
attention and get prescriptions filled at C.R.O. 
She then brought us over to the Mbale Regional 
Referral Hospital where we had a chance to see 
their government health facility, where C.R.O. 
youth go when they have more serious or 
pressing issues. In the afternoon, we went with 
Brenda, Rehema and Joan (all current CROSO 
Scholars) to see their school- Mbale School of 
Nursing and Midwifery. It was great to think 
about these strong young women helping to 
improve the state of healthcare in Mbale! 

        In between some of our health-related 
visits, we (Margy, Randy and Molly) went to visit 
the C.R.O. Stationary Shop. This shop was 
started within the past couple years as an 
income generating arm of C.R.O. While 
located on the C.R.O. premises, it faces
the street and is open for business to all in

November 9, 2017

Day 7 in Uganda

Mbale. It is staffed by former C.R.O. youth and proceeds are used to help with school fees. 
This week, we have found Dinnah and Denis working in the shop. (See photo above.) Dinnah 
and Denis both applied for the CROSO scholarship last year, but were not among the ones 
selected. It would have been easy for them to be angry with us or to lose hope in their future 
(since there are not alternatives for post-secondary funding). However, we have been 
welcomed so warmly by these two and both are still focused on accessing higher education. 
Through their work at the shop, they are able to save a little money, but it is not enough to 
cover their fees. 

        Each year, we encourage all those who were not accepted for the CROSO scholarship 
to reapply the following year. We have had many instances of taking applicants on their 
second or even third application. It is so hard to know the sincere desire and capability of 
these resilient young people and yet still have to decline many of them the CROSO 
scholarship due to lack of funds. We sincerely hope that we can continue growing the number 
of scholars we accept each year and, in turn, decrease the number of students who will be 
forced to wait another year to reapply. 

        Finally, we finished the day on a wonderful note. We hosted 7 C.R.O. staff members 
(including Moses Bwayo, Carol Okotel, Tetui Joan Izy and Mutambuli Richard) at our hotel for 
a dinner of appreciation. We thanked them for the wonderful work that they do daily to help 
the children of Mbale and their families. We also expressed our gratitude for the incredible 
support network that they continue to provide for our CROSO Scholars. We truly would not be 
able to do our work without the great work they do! 



Today we celebrated the graduation of two CROSO Scholars - Lochole Moses and John 
Longora! Molly MacCready, Margy Roberts and Randy Roberts joined C.R.O. staff members 
Moses Bwayo and Carol Okotel to attend the ceremony and were so grateful to be part of 
Moses and John’s special day! 

The graduation ceremony itself was actually remarkably similar to a U.S. graduation… of 
course with the exception of the Ugandan traditional dancing that took place! The chancellor 
of the university shared advice with the scholars that they need to “be relevant” and 
innovative, encouraging them to take initiative and promote their abilities as they seek work. 
There were several other speeches as well and then the graduates were called up by course 
and their names were read aloud. It was such a joy to watch both John and Moses beam with 
pride as they walked down the red carpet after their name was called. 

Getting to see this moment in person gave us countless opportunities to recognize the truly 
amazing accomplishment of each scholar. Only 5% of the Ugandan population have bachelor 
degrees (or higher). To think that these young men who came from a life on the streets are 
now among that “elite” class is quite something! They have worked so hard to achieve this 
goal and we are very proud of them. 

After the graduation, we had the chance to celebrate with the two graduates and Bwayo 
Moses and Okotel Carol. John and Moses took this opportunity to thank the Child Restoration 
Outreach staff for their incredible support and recognized C.R.O. staff members as role 
models. They also thanked CROSO for making it possible for them to attend university and 
their CROSO liaisons for providing advice and encouragement along the way. We are so 
honored to have played even a small role in their journeys! 

November 10, 2017

Day 8 in Uganda



Amazing gathering with scholars and graduates in Mbale! The following graduates and 

scholars are in this photo: 

Back Row (L-R) - Okolis John, Amos, Pamela, Solomon, Sam, Lochole Moses, 

Namasobo Lydia, partner Bwayo Moses, Awali, Vicky, Koba George, Rehema, Carol, 

Margaret and Samson. 

Front Row (L-R) - Esther, Longora John, Simon Peter, Wangaya Ronald and Winnie. 

(This photo doesn't even include two more of our current scholars who were with us and 

left early.) Heading to bed with a heart overflowing! 

The internet is not strong and it's late, so I'll leave it at this and try to write more 

tomorrow. 

November 11, 2017

Day 9 in Uganda



Please join me in congratulating our newest boda riders- Margy and Randy! Today, Margy 

and Randy took the brave plunge to try out the motorcycle taxis here in Uganda and it went 

very well. :) Today also happens to be Margy's birthday and I must say... there's nothing like 

the exhilaration of trying something new as you mark the start of a new year of life. Happy 

happy birthday Margy! 

After a celebratory lunch in town, Margy and I (Molly) spent the afternoon visiting a few of our 

scholars and graduates at their homes in Namatala and Half London. We were graciously 

welcomed into the homes of scholar Akitwi Pamela, graduate Aweet Jacinta, scholar Vicky 

Miranda Ilukol and graduate Muganzi Solomon. It was really neat to see/hear more about the 

businesses that Pamela and Solomon have each started, to meet Vicky's family and hear 

more about Winnie's work with a local NGO. 

All in all, it was another amazing day to admire the resourcefulness of our CROSO Scholars 

and to see the important role of our scholarship in their lives. 

November 12, 2017

Day 10 in Uganda



Today was our last full day in Mbale. The CROSO team all spent the morning at C.R.O.  

 While Margy and Randy said their goodbyes to the staff and younger C.R.O. children, 

Molly met with Moses Bwayo, our main contact at C.R.O. Their conversations (which 

were very productive) continued well into the afternoon. 

Margy and Randy, on the other hand, had the chance this afternoon to explore some of 

the natural beauty in eastern Uganda by visiting Sipi Falls! Despite being a bit muddy, 

they persevered, going on a short little hike around one of the waterfalls. They also ate 

lunch from a vantage point that gave them the views of the three main waterfalls and it 

was absolutely beautiful. 

Tomorrow the CROSO team heads back to Kampala! 

November 13, 2017

Day 11 in Uganda



Today was a travel day... from 

Mbale back to Kampala. Molly, 

Margy and Randy stopped in 

Jinja again, but this time on the 

west bank of the Nile and were 

able to see the source of the 

Nile River and watch as the 

water flows north out of Lake 

Victoria. (Photo at left is of 

Randy and our driver Johnny.) 

We also stopped in Mukono to 

visit CROSO Scholar Lydia 

Mutesi at Uganda Christian 

University before reaching 

Kampala. 

Tomorrow is our last day in 

Uganda, but it's packed, just 

like the rest of this trip. Looking 

forward to visiting two more 

scholars and a couple of folks 

introduced to us by friends in 

the U.S. 

Thanks for joining us on this 

trip through these Facebook 

posts. If you'd like to learn 

more or would like to invite 

someone (or three someones) 

to share more about CROSO's 

Scholars or our mission, 

please contact 

Molly@CROSO.org. We'd love 

your help in sharing these 

stories with more people!

November 14, 2017

Day 12 in Uganda



Our final day in Uganda was packed with more visits than any other! We started our day on 

a light note visiting Korobe Andrew Maxwell at his school (Kampala International 

University), where he wanted us to take silly photos with him near statues at the edge of 

campus. (Photos above.) Andrew is studying social work and social administration and

really seems to be adjusting well to university life. 

We then visited 4 different friends of friends. Thank you to our U.S. network who helped us 

make connections in Uganda and provided introductions. We're coming home with a 

greater network here and hopes that it will lead to better offerings for CROSO and better

opportunities for our CROSO Scholars and graduates. :) 

We ended the day by visiting another CROSO Scholar, Adam Kasaaja at his school 

(Nkumba University in Entebbe). We met several supportive administrators there and 

heard more about Adam's courses within his major of Graphic Communication Design. 

We're exhausted, ready to sleep on our first leg of our flight home (which takes off in about 

an hour), and feeling so very grateful for all the different people who helped make this trip a 

resounding success. Thank you all!

November 15, 2017

Day 13 in Uganda



What an amazing visit to Uganda! We're 

back in the States now and continuing to 

process and unpack (literally and figuratively) 

all that was shared with us while we were on 

our trip. 

If you check out the infographic on the right, 

you'll see our trip "by the numbers." To 

clarify, we currently have 20 current CROSO 

Scholars (saw them all!), 19 CROSO 

graduates (only saw 16), and our scholars 

study at 16 different universities (visited half). 

Do you want to hear more?! Send us an 

email (Molly@CROSO.org) and we'd love to 

set up a time to share more with you. :) 

Would you be interested in giving airline 

miles or participating on future trips to 

Uganda? Email us (Molly@CROSO.org) to 

start that conversation.

November 16, 2017

Back in America


