


Dear CROSO family, 

        Thank you for your support as I have  

transitioned into this part-time executive director 

role! I am thrilled to spend more time responding to 

the needs of our CROSO Scholars and strengthening 

our base of support in the U.S. 

        For me, the highlight of 2016 was when board 

member Sally Ryan and I visited Uganda in June. Each 

time we sat down with any of our CROSO Scholars, their professors, or our  

graduates, we clarified that we were there to listen and learn and soon referred to 

the trip as our “Listening Tour.” We asked many questions and took copious notes  

to share with the CROSO community upon our return. One urgent need that was 

raised that we have already addressed is to  

increase our emphasis and financial support 

for CROSO Scholars to engage in meaningful 

internship experiences.  

        The listening tour also included visiting 

C.R.O., our partner organization. Without any 

CROSO staff on the ground in Uganda, it is  

vital that we have a positive relationship with 

C.R.O. Sally and I met with C.R.O. leadership 

staff, accompanied social workers on their daily street walk and played with some  

of the youngest children. We were able to add even greater depth to our partnership 

because of our visit. Armed with stories we couldn’t wait to tell, we returned home 

excited to share our Scholars’ successes and challenges. 

         Through intentional outreach, CROSO increased the number of supporters by 

over 50% in 2016! We have also started to expand to new cities. In addition to our 

annual benefit in Chicago, we hope to have fundraisers in Cincinnati and St. Louis in 

2017. We also plan to accept more Scholars in 2017 than ever before! 

        We could not provide these life-changing scholarships without your support. 

Thank you for believing in the hopes and dreams of our Scholars. Their dreams are 

now in reach because of you! 

          With gratitude,  Molly MacCready 

Talking with C.R.O. youth 

Longora John is attending  

Uganda Christian University 

in Mbale where he is  

pursuing his bachelor’s  

degree in art education. John 

has completed his student 

teaching at Nkoma  

Secondary School in Mbale 

and is looking forward to his  

graduation in 2017.  

 

When CROSO  

representatives visited 

John’s university, they talked 

to one of his professors who 

spoke very highly of John. He 

said that John has grown  

significantly in both his  

artistic abilities and as a 

leader and educator.  In fact, 

when the professor has had 

to miss class, he shared that 

he would contact John and 

have John teach the lesson  

to his peers!  

A tour of Livingstone  International University  
with Raymond and university administrators 

Sally Ryan visits John’s home in June 



2016 Revenue: $92,893.50 

Annual  

Revenue: 

$92,893.50 

2016 Expenses: $75,339.93 Annual  

Expenses: 

$75,339.93 



Muganzi Solomon 

Business Administration 

2016 

Nakyeyune Norah 

Business Administration 

2016 

Ariong Gabriel 
Diploma in  

Clinical Medicine 
2016 

Lochole Moses 

Business Administration 

2017 

Washi Ronald 

Diploma in Law 

2017 

Shibolo Awali 

Law 

2018 

Longora John 

Art Education 

2017 

Atukuri Stella 

Social Work 

2017 

Aweet (Winnie) Jacinta 

Development Studies 

2017 

Wegumba Eric 

Engineering 

2018 

Afaani Adam 
Graphic Communication 

Design 
2019 

Kakungulu Ibrahimovic 
Transport & Logistics 

Management 
2019 

Khatuli Raymond 
Information &  

Communication Technology 
2018 

Akitwi Pamela 

Business Administration 

2018 

Lotimong Esther 

Midwifery 

2019 

Ejiet Moses 
Diploma in  

Clinical Medicine  
2018 

Otukei Godfrey Francis 

Medicine & Surgery 

2021 

Gimugu Moses 
Information &  

Communication Technology 
2018 

*Each course of study 
listed is a bachelor’s  
degree program  
unless otherwise noted. 

*The year listed is the 
year each Scholar is  
expected to complete 
their program. 



        All CROSO Scholars  

attend post-secondary  

schools in Uganda. We  

believe this creates  

opportunities for our   

Scholars to build sustainable  

professional networks through their  

classes and internships that will support  

them in finding careers after graduation.  

Since all of our Scholars are former street  

children, their families rarely have the  

ability to help connect them with jobs in  

the formal economy. 

        In our early years as an organization,  most 

CROSO Scholars attended the same  

    school. We’re excited to now see our  

        Scholars enrolled in ten different schools  

                   across the country and choosing  

                fields of study across all disciplines.      

          While this may seem minor, we think this  

   points to something larger. Since CROSO has  

              now existed for nine years, our newest    

               Scholars had the advantage to anticipate an  

             academic path beyond secondary school. 

Therefore, they are more intentional about  

pursuing a course that fits their skills and interests. 

Each CROSO Scholar is provided the following: 

Tuition for one full post-secondary program 

Room & Board  

Books, stationary, lab fees, etc.  

Transportation costs 

Graduation fees  

Internship expenses 

One laptop per Scholar 

A liaison (mentor) in the U.S. who writes  

monthly emails providing encouragement,  

          guidance and support to the Scholar 

All of our CROSO graduates are still within the country of 

Uganda, but are spread among several cities.  

 

 

Here is a sample of current positions our graduates hold: 

Lokorio Mary (‘12) - Public health educator for an  

 international nonprofit 

Okolis John (‘13) - Branch manager for a micro-lending bank 

 where he was voted Employee of the Year in 2016 

Areto Carol (‘15) - Exchange program facilitator & social  

 worker for C.R.O. 

Odai George William (‘15) - Deputy head teacher at a  

 secondary school (high school vice-principal) 



Anonymous 

Nicole Abreu-Shepard & Luke Shepard 

Joanne & Tom Bertsche 

Kathleen & Robert Carey 

John Chandler 

Marion Flynn 

Eileen & Bob Heineman 

Linda Hu & Nestor Alvarado 

Molly & Sean MacCready 

 

Kay Malone 

Fr. Robert Oldershaw 

Marybeth O’Mara & Jeff Shepard 

Eveline Perkins 

Jude & John Reiling 

Ann Rhomberg 

Margy & Randy Roberts 

Gwen & Thomas Ryan 

Sally Ryan & Joseph Boyle 

Margaret & Bud Sents 

Maddie & Scott Shepard 

Mary Lou & Pat Voitik 

Marion & Robert Walsh 

 

 

American Institute for Research 

Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Greg Desmond @properties 

Markel Corporation 

Carolyn Aler & Ben Irey 

Laura Bagley & Aaron Hosansky 

David Blumenthal 

Annie Burns & John Monahan 

Margaret Feit & Brian Clarke 

Rachel & Billy Georgakis 

Becky Greene & Kyle Lauterhahn 

Maryjoy & David Heineman 

Carolyn & Tony Kambich 

 

Matt Kennedy 

Diane & Michael Krier-Morrow 

Donald Kufrin 

Lynne & Dan Mapes-Riordan 

Rita & Patrick McCourt 

Kathleen McDonald & Joseph Monahan 

Laura & John Muldoon 

Christine Ng 

Jean O’Keefe & Marianne Littau 

Stephanie & Omar Salem 

Paul Smalley 

Barb Soricelli & Dan Maloney 

Elsa VanHove 

 

 

Law Offices of John M. Saletta, P.C. 

Monahan Law Group, LLC 

Responsible Investment Group, LLC 

Smith Economics Group, Ltd 

Karen Allen 

Rose Marie & Silvio Anichini 

Joan Bransfield 

Sara & Bob Burson 

Marie Durkin 

Mary Finnegan 

Gavlin Family Foundation 

Teesie Heineman Eck & Paul Eck 

Mary Jo Hoag 

Alex Mamantov & Laura Tillotson 

Margaret McClory 

Mary Carol and Dan Murphy 

Nancy Norman & Gloria Woods 

Ann and Robert Pantoga 

Peg & Jack Percival 

Elizabeth Roberts & James Fitzgerald 

Mary & John Sheehan 

Lauren Smith 

Tiffany & Tim Sostrin 

Laura & Patrick Strybel 

A.J. and Joan Wagner 

$1,000-$10,000 

$500-$999 

$250-$499 



 

 

Anonymous 

Julie & Steve Ahlgren 

Sheri Alber 

Maria Anichini 

Jill Apel 

Sally & John Arden 

Mary & Michael Bahr 

Jean Barbato 

Mary & Peter Belsha 

Lise & Lee Bernstein 

Paula & Greg Bork 

Stella Rose Marie Brown 

Melinda & Ned Buchbinder 

Gabrielle Calmy 

Pam & Ryan Carey 

Melissa Carnall 

Karyn Citti 

Jean & Thom Clark 

Dorothy Clarke 

Jeanne Cook 

Rosemary & Tom Coover 

Janalee & Jim Croegaert 

Caitlin Cunningham 

Margo & Pera Daniels 

Lauren DeSanto & Greg Allen 

 

Dom Doherty 

Molly Donnelly 

Cindy Dwyer 

Mary Feighery 

Priscilla Florence 

Drew Formentini 

Catherine Gabriel 

Lauren & Jim Gaffey 

Beth Garstki 

Bridget Geraghty 

Richard Girard 

Kathleen Graffam 

Sharon Greenblum 

Sean Grossberg 

Susan & John Hall 

Nora Hartman-Pickerill 

Liesa & John Heineman 

Sarah & Juan Hinajosa 

Katy Hogan 

Tim Holbrook 

Katie Hollenberg 

Kate & Mike Jakubas 

Allen Kakooza 

Rachel & Sam Kallison 

Jim Kaplan 

Monica T. Katsigazi 

Sr. Annie Klapheke 

Elli & Erez Klein 

Agnes Labetete 

Kathryn Lackie 

Jamelyn Lederhouse 

Marianne Lembeck 

Amy& John Lukas 

Heather & Ken MacCready 

Jillian & Tony Magner 

Nancy & Kevin Maloney 

Andrea Marvel 

Gift & David Matanda 

Marlene McCauley 

Molly & Jamie McCourt 

Jennie & Mike Mesterharm 

Peggy & Patrick Monnot 

Sarah Moravec 

Amelia Mugabe 

Rosalie Murphy & Eric Salinger 

Rebecca Murray 

Aarti Nagaraju 

Scholastica Nakitto 

Drina Nikola & Terry Houk 

Cindy Nowinski & Bill Miceli 

Carol O’Brien & Chris Botwinski 

Abigail Ojala 

Kateri O’Shea & Tina Stretch 

Jillian Radke 

Erica Reardon 

Christina Rogawski 

Sirena Rubinoff 

Maria Ruiz 

Becca Russo 

Jazmine Sanchez 

Kate & Mark Scanlan 

Mary Schiltz 

Laurie Scovotti 

Jessica Settecase 

Anita Shankar 

Mary & Ed Signatur 

Lori Smith 

Deen Sokoya 

Sara Sullins 

Crystal & David Sullivan 

Heather & John Sweeney 

Loreen Targos 

Patricia Trafton 

Gabrielle & James Traxler 

Lily Trienens 

Katie Vela 

Melissa Villegas 

Marianne Vincent 

Sally & Chuck Weidemann 

Beata Welsh & David Phillips 

Sr. Luanne Wilhelm 

Lena Woltering 

Agnes Zikusooka 

$0-$99 

 

 

Amy Anichini 

Cristina Anichini 

Ray Bayless 

John Benson 

Emily Bertsche 

Linda Blakley 

Patrick Bloom 

Claire & Joseph Boyle 

Rachel & Will Boyle Lee-Ashley 

Mary Claire & Sean Brady 

Cathy Chester 

Martha Clarke 

Jean Clough & Karl Andros 

Gwyndollyn Dawson 

Will Del Genio & Jancey Wickstrom 

Daniel Downing 

Helene Ballman Dudley 

James Dulka 

Lana Ewing & David VanHove 

Catherine Fitzgerald 

Jene ne Francis 

Carolyn Frank 

Marge & Neil Gambow 

Kris & Mark Garstki 

Janet & Rich Gayes 

Allison Getz 

Matthew Gilreath 

Erica & Dale Granchalek 

Kendall & Chris Grant 

Eileen Heffernan 

Fr. Robert Heidenreich 

Theresa Hipp 

Leona Hoelting 

Terry Hogan & Alan Mallory 

Sharon Holdvogt 

Lisa & R.C. Hyatt 

Madaline & Ted Kiedysz 

Rich Lalley 

Eli Lampson 

Reverend Cathy & Larry Lauterhahn 

Dorothee Bisikwa Makeyu 

Anna Mayer 

Sheila McCarthy & David Daskovsky 

Michael McCourt 

Barbara McGary 

Alejandra Mendoza 

Kerry Middleton 

Emily Nidenberg Coxhead 

Megan & Ryan O’Neill 

Aisha Ghori Ozaki 

Donna Pezzuto 

Eileen & Matt Pittinger 

Megan Prahin 

Colleen & Ken Rosenbach 

Nancy Lu Rosenheim 

Jesse Saini 

Jeanne & John Sattler 

Mary & Walter Schoultz 

Elaine Schuster 

Anna Seghetti 

Christine & Peter Svenson 

Amy Szcepaniak 

Michael Toner & Paulette Crooke 

Mike Tower 

Cristina Traina & Bill Hutchison 

Kieran Welsh-Phillips 

Mary Rose Zink 

Amanda Zorn 

 

 

Potbelly Sandwich Works 

Taller de Jose  

Wintrust Financial Corp. 

$100-$249 



       Fb.me/CROSO.Uganda            @CROSO_Uganda           @CROSO_Uganda 

www.CROSO.org 
 

PO Box 4399, Chicago, IL 60680-4399 

Since 2007, CROSO has been dedicated to transforming communities by  

providing post-secondary scholarships to former street children in Uganda. 

Lisa Hyatt (President) 

Beth Garstki (Treasurer) 

Tina Nolan (Officer at Large) 

Tom Bertsche 

David Blumenthal 

Kathy Carey 

Kyle Lauterhahn 

David Matanda 

Margy Roberts  

Sally Ryan 

Omar Salem 

Elsa VanHove 


